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New York Playwright comes to Adelaide 
to work with Independent Theatre

In the early 1980s, a young 
American Jewish student went 
to Vienna to study music.  He 
was very quickly appalled by the 
level of blatant anti-Semitism in 
the fabled “City of Dreams”.

Ten years later, JON MARANS 
turned his experiences into 
Old Wicked Songs – a play about 
a fictional young American 
musician studying in Vienna.  
He moved the date on by a few 

years, so that the story coincided with the 1986 election, when 
former UN Secretary-General, Kurt Waldheim, was running 
for President of Austria.  Rumours about Waldheim’s Nazi 
past were rampant, with his supporters blaming the Jews for 
spreading them.  

Old Wicked Songs – with its unique mixture of humour, sadness 
and joy – was nominated for the Pulitzer Prize.

Jon Marans’ play for two men and a grand piano traces the 
spiky relationship between this 25-year-old piano prodigy, 
Stephen Hoffman, and a crusty old Viennese music professor, 
Josef Mashkan.  The boy has lost his nerve, and stopped giving 
concerts.  He is advised that the way back might be by learning 
to become an accompanist for singers, and – to his horror – 
Professor Mashkan insists that he first learn to sing.  The two 
men battle it out over Robert Schumann’s exquisite Dichterliebe 
song cycle about a poet’s loss of love.

As they thrash out larger issues of political, racial and personal 
identity, dark secrets emerge, but – through the music – they 
learn to listen to each other, and reach an amazing, redemptive 
understanding.

Each person has but one story in him.  Tell it 
to everyone, and its meaning is cheapened. 
Rob Croser and David Roach first saw the play in 1996, in 
London, where Bob Hoskins played the Professor.  After 
obtaining the rights to an Adelaide production at the Space in 
2001, Rob made contact with Jon Marans, and invited him to 
Adelaide for the premiere.  Senior Music Critic,  
ELIZABETH SILSBURY wrote that she was “utterly enthralled 
by the play, the direction and the acting”.  Out of Jon’s visit 
grew a mutually supportive personal and professional friendship, 
which saw Independent Theatre being given the Australian 
premiere of another of his plays – Jumping for Joy – in 2003.

Rob and David have always wanted to revisit the play, and – with 
the amazingly talented young actor/singer, BEN FRANCIS now 
regularly working with the company – decided that now was the 
time for a new Adelaide audience to see this brilliant play.

Jon Marans is coming to Adelaide for 3½ weeks, to rehearse 
with Rob and the cast, and to speak with company subscribers 
and student groups.  He is also available for media interviews.

CAST AND production team

Season July 27, 28, August 2, 3, 4 @ 7.30 
 Matinees Sunday July 29 @ 4.00  
 (followed by Q&A with Jon Marans); 
 Saturday August 4 @ 2.00  
 Early Tuesday July 31, Wednesday August 1 @ 6.30
__________________________________________

Venue  Goodwood Theatre  
 166a Goodwood Rd, Goodwood  
 (opposite Capri Cinema)_____________________________________________

Tickets $20 - $37.50 _____________________________________________

Bookings www.independenttheatre.org.au

Professor Josef Mashkan  
DAVID ROACH

Stephen Hoffman 
BEN FRANCIS

Director  ROB CROSER  
Musical Director   MARK SANDON


