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Garson Kanin’s classic comedy 
“Comes Up Trumps” says 
director Rob Croser
Garson Kanin was a prolific screenwriter and man of the theatre.

With his wife, the legendary actress Ruth Gordon, he wrote 
screenplays for number of the great George Cukor’s films, 
including Adam’s Rib and Pat and Mike with Spencer Tracy and 
Katharine Hepburn.

In 1946, he wrote what was to become his most successful play – 
Born Yesterday. It starred the iconic comedienne, Judy Holliday in 
both the play and movie version (for which she won an Oscar).

Set immediately after World War Two, it tells the story of 
shady businessman, Harry Brock, who has descended on 
Washington to cash in on all the wartime scrap metal. With 
him is his gorgeous, but not-too-bright, ex-chorus-girl 
girlfriend, Billie Dawn. To make Billie less of a liability in 
Washington, Harry hits on the idea of hiring Paul Verrall – a 
handsome young reporter – to smarten her up. The problem 
is that the more Billie learns, the more she realises just what a 
crook Harry is, and that she doesn’t have to take his bullying 
any more. Horrified at what he has unwittingly helped to 
create, Harry looks for ways to “make her dumb again”. But, it’s 
too late. The delicious genie is out of the bottle.

“I chose the play, because it’s something I’ve always loved. It’s 
one of the world’s great, great comedies”, says Rob Croser, “and 
I only needed the right cast to clinch the decision to do it now. 
Happily, we have that with Maddy Herd and Stuart Pearce.”

“It wasn’t till after we had announced the play, that a light-bulb 
flashed on – ‘It’s the Trumps!’ Harry Brock is a loud-mouthed, 
misogynistic bully, deeply suspicious of the media, who drags 
his gorgeous trophy girlfriend to Washington, while he does 
everything in his power to subvert the democratic system to his 
own personal advantage. It could have been Written Yesterday!”

Born Yesterday is hilariously funny, and brilliantly witty, but still 
packs a king-hit punch.

This 1946 classic is a timeless fable about bullying and the abuse 
of political power. It’s also about the empowerment of women, 
as Billie – through her education process – realises that there’s a 
better life, and that bullies need to be stopped.

“I’m not scared of you any more, Harry, 
that’s another thing.”
CAST AND production team
Independent Theatre’s cast is headed by MADELEINE HERD 
– Independent Theatre’s Daisy Buchanan in The Great Gatsby 
(2015) and Julia Flyte in Brideshead Revisited (2017). STUART 
PEARCE plays Harry Brock, and JONATHAN JOHNSTON is 
Paul Verrall. The rest of the cast comprises David Roach, Greg 
Janzow, Bronwyn Ruciak, David Rapkin, Jenna Bezuidenhout 
and Thomas Tessema.

Directed by Rob Croser 
Designed by Rob Croser and David Roach

PRODUCTION INFO
Season April 27, 28, May 3, 4, 5 @ 7.30
 Matinees Sunday April 29 @ 4.00;  
 Saturday May 5 @ 2.00  
 Early Tuesday May 1, Wednesday 2 @ 6.30
 
Venue  Goodwood Theatre  
 166a Goodwood Rd, Goodwood  
 (opposite Capri Cinema)
_____________________________________________

Tickets $20 - $37.50 
_____________________________________________

Bookings www.independenttheatre.org.au 
 or bass.net.au (fees apply)

BORN YESTERDAY


