
by Rodney Ackland, based on a short story by  

Somerset Maugham

NOËL COWARD MEETS ALFRED HITCHCOCK
Little-known today, between 1929 and the mid-Sixties, 
and then again in the 1980s, RODNEY ACKLAND wrote 
something like 40 plays and films.  

His films include The 49th Parallel, The Queen of Spades, 
and Dangerous Moonlight.

His plays include Absolute Hell (famously revived in 
the 1980s for Judi Dench, and which appeared on 
the Royal National Theatre’s list of the top 100 plays 
of the twentieth century), as well as adaptations of 
Dostoevsky’s Crime and Punishment and Ostrovsky’s Too 
Clever by Half.  

Ackland’s wickedly funny black comedy, Before the Party, 
is based on a short story by Somerset Maugham 

Britain.  1948.  The war is over, petrol and paté are still 
being rationed.  Hitler and Mussolini are gone.  The new 
menace is gossip!

As the socially-conscious Skinner family get dolled up 
to go to a garden party for the Bishop of Capetown, a 
series of shocks disturb their otherwise socially tranquil 
suburban life.

For starters, their recently-widowed daughter, Laura, 
plans on wearing pink, instead of widow’s black.  And 
she wants to get engaged to a travelling salesman while 
she’s still in mourning.

Then they discover that not only has their maid been 
fraternising with American soldiers, but their cook is an 
unreconstructed Nazi.  Both will have to go! . . . But cook 
is such a wizard in the kitchen, and the maid’s uncle 
sells them black market eggs from his farm.

As if this weren’t enough for any respectable family to 
deal with, Laura now stuns them by revealing that her 
late husband died of something other than malaria.  

All of this threatens father’s candidacy for the 
Conservative Party – and the snobbish middle 
daughter’s secretaryship of the Golf Club.  

Do they go to the party, and brave it out?  Do they go, 
but leave chatterbox 12-year-old Susan at home?  Or 
do they all stay away, and risk exposure to gossipy 
speculation behind their backs?  It’s a living nightmare!

Described as “Noel Coward meets Alfred Hitchcock”, 
Ackland’s brilliant script is social satire at its cleverest – 
an absolute comic riot!

CAST AND CREW
Directed by Rob Croser 

Designed by Rob Croser and David Roach

Starring: Madeleine Herd, Laura Antoniazzi, David 
Roach, Bronwyn Ruciak, Will Cox, Jenna Bezuidenhout 
and Myra Waddell

PRODUCTION INFO

Season April 21, 22, 26, 27, 28, 29 @ 7.30  
 Matinees Sunday 23 @ 4.00  
 Saturday 29 @ 2.00, Early Tuesday 25 @ 6.30
_________________________________________

Venue  GOODWOOD THEATRE 
 166a Goodwood Rd, Goodwood  
 (opposite Capri Cinema)
_________________________________________

Tickets $18 - $35 
_________________________________________
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